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Fairy Tale Court Rubric
(CCSS W8.1- argumentative writing; CCSS SL8.3 & SL8.4- debate)
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Presentation 
of Claim

W8.1 a
	
Clearly states the claim 
of defense or 
prosecution. Explains
the argument, 
emphasizing 
important points in 
a focused manner. 
	
Clearly states the claim of defense of prosecution. Explanation of the argument is occasionally unclear or unfocused.
	
Clearly states the claim of defense of prosecution. However, the claim is not explained.
	
Claim is unclear and not explained.

	

Evidence and 
Reasoning

W8.1 b & c
	
Supports claim of guilt or innocence with well-chosen details and evidence. Uses sound reasoning or elaboration to explain how evidence and details prove their argument 
	
Supports claim of guilt or innocence with well-chosen details and evidence. Reasoning or elaboration is not sound or clearly understood in explaining how the evidence/details prove the argument.
	
Supports claim of guilt or innocence with details and evidence, some of which is irrelevant. Reasoning or elaboration  may or may not be sound or clear in explaining how evidence proves the argument.
	
Claim is not supported with details or evidence.

	

Time limit

	
Presentation is 5-10 minutes long.
	
Presentation is 
1 minute short/long.
	
Presentation is 
2 minutes short/long.
	
Presentation is 
3 or more minutes short/long.

	

Eye Contact,
Volume, and 
Clarity

SL8.4
	
Looks relaxed and confident. Establishes eye contact with everyone in the room during the presentation. Easy to hear and understand.
	
Establishes eye contact with some of the audience during the presentation. Easy to hear and understand.
	
Occasionally makes eye contact with the audience. Occasionally difficult to hear or understand.
	
Does not make eye contact during the presentation. Is difficult to hear or understand.

	

Jury
Participation

SL8.3
	
Listens intently and submits jury votes. Does not make distracting noises or movement.
	
Listens intently and submits jury votes. Has 1-2 distracting noises or movements.
	
May or may not submit jury votes. Sometimes does not appear to be listing, but is not super distracting.
	
Does not submit jury votes OR sometimes does not appear to be listening and has distracting noises or movements during others’ presentations.



Comments:
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