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As educational experts continue to gather more and more information about the 

necessity of homework, the debate rages on as to whether giving our children work to 

take home each night is effective for their overall development. Parents and teachers 

often stand on opposite sides of the debate, as teachers believe that homework makes 

for students who are better prepared to handle standardized tests and the 

responsibilities of the working world, while parents see homework as an unneeded 

distraction for their child’s growing mind. 

IMPORTANT PROS OF HOMEWORK 

1. Teachers And Students Working Together 

If a student is having trouble completing their homework assignments, they are able to 

consult with their teacher about the specific aspects that are confusing to them, which 

leads to a more cooperative learning experience. Without homework, children would left 

to their own devices for figuring out their schoolwork, which would cause children who 

learn unconventionally to be left behind. 

Expecting a child to take home a textbook and learn its contents on their own, without 

the use of homework assignments, is considered to be a problematic strategy. By 

assigning homework, a teacher allows the student to work at their own pace and ask 

questions before and after classes as needed. 

2. Brings Families Closer Together 

In a world where more and more parents are working and spending less time bonding 

with their children, homework is a great way to bring the family together. Older siblings 

can also get involved by helping their younger brothers and sisters with their homework 
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assignments. This can lead to far greater peace and harmony in families where there is 

a significant age gap between siblings. 

This gives students the chance to develop a much more firm understanding of their 

learning materials, while also giving parents and older siblings that may not typically 

have much involvement in their loved one’s day to day educational living the opportunity 

to become a larger part of their child and/or sibling’s life. 

3. Teaches The Child How To Be Responsible  

When a child is forced to complete regular homework assignments, it gives them a far 

greater sense of responsibility and accomplishment. There are precious few other areas 

in a young child’s life where these lessons are able to imparted. Being assigned work to 

take home and complete also provides a preview of what adult life will be like, as the 

child is unable to make excuses to get out doing things that they do not wish to do. 

Their sense of punctuality is also sharpened by having to adhere to deadlines. Knowing 

that their grades and potential future depend on their ability to turn work in on time does 

wonder for their personal accountability. They are able to learn at a young age that 

there are no shortcuts in life and the only way to get ahead is to put their nose to the 

grindstone and get work done. 

IMPORTANT CONS OF HOMEWORK 

1. The Child Needs Relaxation Time 

It is believed by many that a young mind requires a certain amount of rest and 

relaxation after a long day at school. Those who advocate against homework 

assignments cite the amount of pressure that it puts on children to complete a different 

assignment each night. They believe that a child needs to be able to come home and 

relax their body and mind. 

Expecting a child to come home after a seven hour day of school and continue to work 

for an additional hour or two can be hazardous to their long term development, as they 

are burned out on learning and fail to develop a passion for acquiring new knowledge. A 

young mind needs to be nurtured, not pushed. 

2. Decrease In Socialization 

When a child is developing, it is just as important for them to have the time they need to 



socialize and work on those necessary skills. If the child is forced to go straight home 

after school to finish yet another mountain of homework, these skills do not receive the 

development that they need. 

A lack of time spent around friends or hanging out with family can lead to larger issues 

down the road. Family time and time spent with friends are both crucial aspects of a 

child’s development. Unless the child is able to stretch their wings and fly, there is a risk 

that they will not become as well rounded as they could be. 

3. Increase In Conflicts Between Parent And Child 

Assigning homework forces a person to take on added disciplinary responsibilities. 

Should the child come home and decide that they would rather watch television or play 

with friends than do their homework, it is up to the parent to lay down the law and make 

sure that the homework is completed before the child can have fun. In many instances, 

the parent does not even agree with the rules they are making. 

In turn, a child who is being forced to do their homework may simply decide to cheat 

and copy another student’s work to avoid having to argue with their parents, which 

shortchanges their educational development as well as their personal development. 

When the cheating is inevitably discovered, this leads to even more conflict between all 

parties involved. Or they get away with the cheating, which only serves to enforce bad 

study habits at a young age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



List of 10 Big Pros and Cons of Homework 
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The ongoing contentions about the importance of homework have been in discussion 

for years among educators, parents and students. There are parents and educators 

who support this practice but there are also those who are not in favor of making 

students do extra school work at home. There are even some countries that implement 

a no homework policy. Is homework really an integral part of learning? 

List of Pros of Homework 

1. It makes up for the insufficient time children spend in school to learn. 

Proponents say that giving school children activities to do at home can offer them more 

time to master a subject. Teachers give school assignments to students on the lessons 

they have tackled in the classroom to assess if students have understood what was 

learned from academic subjects like Math, Physics and English. Advocates of 

homework believe the time spent in school to learn is not always sufficient and letting 

students spend extra time to solve problems and learn new vocabulary words is crucial 

to their learning . It also serves as a foundation for further learning that students will 

benefit from in the long run. 

2. It is an effective way for students to learn discipline.  

People who support the giving of homework to students is a way to teach young 

individuals and growing children discipline since they will have to learn how to focus and 

set aside unimportant activities to prioritize finishing the tasks they have to submit the 

following day. For homework supporters, not giving students school work at home might 

make them derelict with their studies and be lazy. 

3. Mastery of knowledge and skills depend on practice. 

Aside from the time allotted for students to learn during class hours, continuing their 

learning at home can enhance what they already know. Take home activities give 

students more time to practice. Homework given to college and high school students 



give them more time to master their subjects and absorb the teachings of their 

professors and teachers. 

4. Parents can see what their children are doing in school and help with the 

homework as well. 

Another benefit of homework is to both the parents and students. If students have 

school work to do at home, parents will be able to see the kind of education their kids 

are getting. They are assured their children are into their studies and are really learning 

from school. Moreover, this can be a bonding time between parents and children 

especially if they will be able to help their kids with their homework and school projects. 

5. It can instill good study habits and reduce time spent on watching television 

and playing video games. 

By giving students projects and take home assignments, students, especially the 

younger ones can acquire good study habits at an early age. With the evolution of 

technology and the myriad of gadgets and computer games to keep children distracted, 

it is best to give them something worthwhile to do so they can understand the 

importance of studying and learn to like it as well. Moreover, they will be motivated to 

use their gadgets and computers for studying and research instead of spending hours 

playing video games, checking their Facebook accounts and watching television on 

end. 

6. It prepares them for the real world once they finish education. 

By giving homework, children will learn to be responsible, solve problems, analyze, 

manage their time and take on responsibilities. The skills they learn from school are the 

same skills they will need when they start their independence and be young adults. 

Proponents are firm in saying that when these kids become adults and be members of 

the workforce or even be entrepreneurs themselves, they will be using what they have 

or not have learned while studying. Extra time spent at home for doing school work can 

help them overcome the challenges they will face when they get out of the real world. 

List of Cons of Homework 



1. It can be stressful for the student especially for young kids. 

Critics argue that homework given to students especially the younger school children 

are too much to handle. If this is the case, homework can be a stressor instead of a 

motivator. If bombarded with lessons at school and even at home, children might lose 

interest and worse, dread school days. This is a concern that bothers some parents and 

even educators. 

2. It is not as effective as proponents say it is. 

Some opponents say that homework is not a guarantee that students will master skills 

and absorb what they learned from school. They say that some parents or tutors are the 

ones doing the homework instead of the students. If this is the case, giving homework is 

irrelevant when it comes to knowledge enhancement. They also point out that there are 

students with parents to help them with their school projects and there are those who 

don’t have parents to guide them which make homework an uneven playing filed for 

students. 

3. Homework does not necessarily result to improving school performance. 

For opponents, homework gives less or no benefit when it comes to motivating students 

to improve performance in school. They oppose what proponents are saying that there 

is a positive correlation between homework and how students perform in school for the 

reason that not all students have equal levels of intelligence. What might be helpful and 

easy for students who are good in a certain subject might be useless and difficult to 

students who have different levels of intelligence. 

4. It can be a burden to students, especially younger kids. 

With all the activities in school, both academic and extracurricular, students, specifically 

the young ones, are already tired when they get home. Having to solve difficult math 

problems, memorize long lines or read several chapters can be tiresome for them. Not 

only will they end up staying up late but they might not be able to absorb anything. 

Conclusion 

Both proponents and opponents have presented rational and acceptable views about 

homework. While it can be an effective way to master the skills of students, too much 



homework can also drain the minds of students. Perhaps one question needs to be 

answered. How much homework should a student has to be given? In the end, it is best 

to assess the student’s level of learning and give homework accordingly. 


